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Search Report 

A. Classification of subject matter of application under International PAtent Classification 
(IPC) 

IPC 07 

A 47 B 77/02 

B. Searched Fields: 

Class/Group 

A 47 B 77/02 

A 47 B 35/00 A 47 B 77/08 



Examiner 

Dr. Berthold Kaltenegger 

A 47 L 17/02 E 03 C 1/33 



Patent Department 
44 



The search in the German Patent Office is based on patent literature of the following countries and organi- 
zations: 

Germany (DE, DD), Austria, Switzerland, France, Great Britain, United States of America, Japan (ab- 
stracts), former USSR (abstracts), European Patent Office, WIPO. 

The following data bases were searched: 
Name of data base and of host: 

DEPATIS 

Classes/groups listed in section A but not expressively mentioned in section B eihter were included by a 
data base search covering IPC or only serve as documentation and informaiton. In classes/groups listed in 
section B but not cited in section A a search was carried out with the result listed in section C. 



3. Result of search: 

Cat. Publications found 

A DE 36 24 090 CI 

A DE 101 41 993 Al 

A DE 44 44 657 A2 

A DE 36 35 989 Al 

A EP 689 14 839 T2 



Explanations 



relates to claim 

1 to 11 

1 to 11 

ltoll 

1 to 11 

1 to 11 



ICP / sources 
A 47 B 33/00 
A 47 L 17/02 
A 47 L 17/02 
A 47 B 77/08 
E03C 1/33 



D. Th following literature and citations ar not available for th German Patent and 
Trademark Office 

The search cannot extend the prior art cited by the applicant herself/himself which is not available for the 
German Patent and Trademark Office. If it is intended to file a request for examination under § 44 PatG, 



the applicant is requested to furnish a copy of such literature to the examinig division. 



E. Date of completion of search: May 07, 2003 
Completeness of findings: 

There is no guarantee for completeness of detection of pertinent documents and for correctness of stated 
categories (§ 43 sec. 7 ph. 1 Patent Act and/or § 7 sec. 2 Utility Model Act in connection with § 43 sec. 7 ph. 
1 Patent Act). 



Date of mailing of search report: 



Attachments: 5 Patent Department 11.1 

Chief Department for 
Searches 



(eagle) 



Explanations to section C: Result of S arch 



Column: Cat(egory) 

It means: 

X: Publications which alone question the novelty or existence of inventive level (§ 43 PatG) / of an in- 
ventive step (§ 7 GebrMG) 

Y: Publications which in combination with other publications question inventive activity (§ 43 PatG) / 

an inventive step (§ 7 GebMG) 
A: general information as to prior art, technological background 

O: non- written publication, e.g. a lecture held in public prior to the application or priority date and 

printed in a later published print 
P: publications published within the priority period 

T: publications published later and not being colliditive, which publications relate to the theory of the 
filed invention and might be useful for better understanding of the filed invention or which show 
that thoughts or facts on which the filed invention in based can be wrong 

E: elder applications under § 3, sec. 2 Patent Act (for searches under § 43 Patent Act); elder patent ap- 
plications or elder utility models under § 15 Utility Model Act (for searches under § 7 Utility Model 
Act) 

D: publications already cited in the patent application (in searches under § 43 PatG) / publications which 
already are cited in the applicaiton or the utility model (in searches under § 7 GebMG) 

L: publications cited for a special reason, e.g. with respect to the date of publication of a citation or in 
case of doubt as to priority 

Column : Explanations 

The explanations given in the search proceedings and the relevant sites are listed in this column separately 
from the cited publications. The used abbreviations and symbols at the citation of a publication mean: 

PubL: publication date of a publication within the priority period 

= : publications going back to the same country of origin („patent families") or to which lec- 

tures or abstracts refer 
In statements of class/group without citation of publiation the following symbol means. 
„ — ": nothing was found 

Column: Caim(s) concerned 

Here the claims are cited with correlation to the points cited as being relevant in column "explanations". 
Note as to patent literature: 

The listed patent literature can be read in the laying-open halls of the German Patent Office, 80331 Munich, 
Zweibrueckenstrasse 12, or in 10969 Berlin, Gitschiner Strasse 97,; German patent publications, laying- 
open publications and printed applications can also be read in the patent information centers. A listing on 
these patent information centers can on request be obtained from the German Patent Office as well as some 
private firms. 

Online searches relating to patent publications from all over the world , which are included into the data 
base of the office's German patent information system DEPATIS can be carried out free of charge using 
http://www.depatis.net. 



